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Old Testament Reading 

Isaiah 62:1-5 ISV: God will restore Zion and rejoice in her 

(1)  "And I [the Prophet Isiah] won't remain silent,  

and for Jerusalem's sake I won't stay quiet,  

until her vindication shines out like brightness,  

and her salvation like a burning torch. 

(2)  The nations will see your [Jerusalem’s ] vindication, and all the kings your glory;  

and people will call you by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 

(3)  You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand,  

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

(4)  And you'll no longer be called 'Deserted,'  

and your land will no longer be called 'Desolate';  

but people will call you 'Hephzibah,' and your land 'Beulah'-- 

for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land will be married." 

(5)  "For just as a young man marries a maiden, so your sons will marry you;  

and just as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so your God rejoice will over you.” 

 

 

Psalm Reading:   

Psalms 36:5-10 ISV 

 (5)  Your gracious love, LORD, reaches to the heavens;  

your truth extends to the skies. 

(6)  Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;  

your justice is like the great depths of the sea.  

You deliver both people and animals, LORD. 

(7)  How precious is your gracious love, God!  

The children of men take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

(8)  They are refreshed from the abundance of your house;  

You cause them to drink from the river of your pleasures. 

(9)  For with you is a fountain of life, and in your light we will see light. 



Sermon 17 January 2016, Glengowrie, Adelaide 1 Corinthian 12:1-11 

 

16.05.2016  20160117_glengowrie.doc — 2 — 

 

(10)  Send forth your gracious love to those who know you,  

and your righteousness to those who are upright in heart. 

 

 

Paraphrasing: 

Your unwavering love fills the universe, LORD; 

........your loyalty is as timeless as the milky way. 

Your passion for doing right 

........is as solid as the mountain ranges; 

your understanding of us 

........is as deep as the oceans. 

 

You set out to save the lives of every creature, LORD, 

........and no one  

........— not man nor woman, not bird nor beast —  

........is left out of your care. 

Your love, O God, is our greatest treasure! 

........You keep a place for everyone 

........under the shelter of your wings. 

You invite all who come to feast at your table; 

........the wine of your love flows like a river 

........and no one’s glass is allowed to run dry. 

Life bursts forth from you like a fountain; 

........light shines from you and lights up our world. 

 

Don’t ever give up on us, LORD; 

........keep loving all who trust you, 

........keep rescuing all whose hearts are in the right place. 

©2001 Nathan Nettleton www.laughingbird.net 

 

 

Gospel  

John 2:1-11 ISV: Jesus at the wedding in Cana 

(1)  On the third day of that week there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  

Jesus' mother was there, (2)  and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 

(3)  When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother told him, "They don't have any more wine."  

(4)  "How does that concern us, dear lady?" Jesus asked her. "My time hasn't come yet." 

(5)  His mother told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

(6)  Now standing there were six stone water jars used for the Jewish rites of purification, each one 

holding from 20 to 30 gallons. 

(7)  Jesus told the servants, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 

(8)  Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the man in charge of the banquet." So 

they did. 

(9)  When the man in charge of the banquet tasted the water that had become wine (without 

knowing where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew), he called for 

the bridegroom 

(10)  and told him, "Everyone serves the best wine first, and the cheap kind when people are drunk. 

But you have kept the best wine until now!" 
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(11)  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples 

believed in him. 

 

 

Epistle  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 ISV: Gifts of the Spirit 

(1)  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I don't want you to be ignorant. 

(2)  You know that when you were unbelievers,  

you were enticed and led astray to worship idols  

that couldn't even speak. 

(3)  For this reason I want you to be aware that  

no one who is speaking by God's Spirit can say, "Jesus is cursed,"  

and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

(4)  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, 

(5)  and there are varieties of ministries, but the same Lord. 

(6)  There are varieties of results,  

but it is the same God who produces all the results in everyone. 

(7)  To each person has been given the ability to manifest the Spirit for the common good. 

(8)  To one has been given a message of wisdom by the Spirit;  

to another the ability to speak with knowledge according to the same Spirit; 

(9)  to another faith by the same Spirit;  

to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit; 

(10)  to another miraculous results;  

to another prophecy;  

to another the ability to distinguish between spirits;  

to another various kinds of languages;  

and to another the interpretation of languages. 

(11)  But one and the same Spirit produces all these results  

and gives what he wants to each person. 
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Welcome [Elder] 

 

 

INTROIT — [Choir] 

 

 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 125) 

 

Let us gather as the People of God with words from Psalm 36: 

Holy God, your justice towers above the mountains, 

      your judgements are deeper than ocean trenches. 

Your fidelity reaches far beyond the clouds, 

      your love extends throughout the galaxies. 

 

Loving God, you save all living things, 

ever precious is your mothering love. 

In you the children of earth take shelter, 

      under the warmth of your wings they rest. 

They feast on the hospitality of your home, 

      they drink from the rivers of your happiness. 

From you flow the fountains of abundant life, 

      and in your light we find our light. 

 

Hold tightly in your love those who know you, 

      and give your healing liberation to the sincere. 

 

(Adapted from B D Prewer C) 2000 http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocC/C11epip2.htm) 

 

We sing together 

Hymn: TIS 52:  Let us sing to the God of Salvation  

 

Prayer 

Let us pray together: 

 

Loving God,  

most of us come here from comfortable homes, surrounded with many possessions.   

We still yearn for that holy wealth which nothing can buy.  

We seek the wealth of your abundant light and love.  

We need your inflowing Spirit  

if this time of worship is to rise higher than our shoe laces.  

Grant us that Spirit we pray,  

that with rekindled love and awe we may praise and adore you,  

and in so doing, find ourselves wonderfully satisfied 

Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

Amen! 
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CONFESSION 

And we continue with our prayers and consider our life: 

 

Let us confess our sins,  

repudiating those things that rob us, and those around us,  

of generosity and joy.  

 

Let us pray. 

Lord,  

whenever we have turned our Christianity into dull routines and platitudes,  

without zest and laughter; 

Lord have mercy. 

Whenever we have resented the enthusiasm of the new convert  

or the excitement of the idealistic person; 

Christ have mercy. 

Whenever we have traded the new wine of the Gospel  

for the old beverage of religious laws, anxiety; and self-belittling; 

Lord have mercy. 

 

O dearest Christ, Brother and Saviour,  

your super-abundant forgiveness is ready ages before we seek it;  

your love is enfolding us long before we become aware of it.  

Fill us, we pray, with the peace that the secular world cannot give us,  

and with the joy that no doubt, failure or fear can steal from us. 

Amen! 

 

Absolution 

The Lord’s mercy spans the sky 

and our salvation lights up like the dawn. 

Seek shelter under the warmth of God’s wings, 

for the Lord embraces all life in tender mercy. 

Sisters and Brothers, 

........your sins are forgiven; 

................be at peace. 

©2001 Nathan Nettleton www.laughingbird.net 

 

Let us praise the Lord with  

DOXOLOGY: TIS 246 Christ is the world's light 

 

 

Bible Readings [...] 

The main theme of our readings today is “The Gifts of God” 
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Children’s Time —  

The gift of learning. 

 

 

Anthem:  (planned by Choir) 

 

 

Prayer before Sermon 

Lord, take my words and speak through them, 

take our thoughts and think through them, 

take our hearts and set them on fire with love for you 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Sermon — 1 Corinthian 12/1-11 

This morning, I would like to preach about our Epistle reading, Paul’s First Letter to the church in 

Corinth:  The Spirit gives to each person what he wants! 

 

1. 

Many thanks again for inviting me again to preach to you.  It is always a pleasure for me to lead you 

in your worship service.  As I have told you before, your congregation has made me and Liz welcome 

time and again, and we really enjoy your sense of community and spirituality. 

I don’t know you well enough to really come to a conclusion, but amongst you there is something 

that seems to be special.  On the surface, it may be the singing before the beginning of the service, 

which you all enjoy so much.  But for me as a stranger, I sense something underneath at which I can’t 

put my fingers but it seems to be there ... 

As a UCA congregation, your little community appears rather typical.  Coming from Germany, where 

churches are organised according to their church district (parochial), I realise that congregations 

here in Australia are what we call in technical terms a “membership church”:  As a Christian in my 

country, you are baptised into your wider church (kind of like the UCA) and then be confirmed.  If 

you wish so, your city council registers you as an Evangelical or Catholic, and if you move in later 

years from one suburb or town to another, all goes well the council will notify the local church 

administration of your move (and no, we are not state churches, unlike Sweden or Norway).  If the 

local congregation is alert enough, it will contact you and invite your for worship services and the 

many other community activities, and will offer you space for your commitment (for instance if you 

have some special gifts in music, or languages, or working with people of different age groups, or lay 

preaching for that matter). 

Here in Australia people have to “opt in” to a local congregation themselves.  I had to see “my 

minister”, Peter Trudinger at Scots Church, and was given a form which was approved by the church 

council.  Having been a church worker in Germany, I offered Peter and the congregation my support.  

They invited me to greet people at the door on Sunday mornings, ring the church bell, and eventually 

I joined their communication committee.  All of this has ceased now, basically because I have been 

travelling too much in the past few years, visit with Liz a Lutheran congregation alternately, and on 

top had other weekend commitments. 

Congregations here, it seems to me, focus on their worship life as the heart of its existence.  There 

may be more activities, given local circumstances, but they are secondary.  For the Lutherans this is 

even more obvious:  Forgiveness of sins, listen to the Word of God in the sermon, and receiving Holy 

Communion are the key foci.   



Sermon 17 January 2016, Glengowrie, Adelaide 1 Corinthian 12:1-11 

 

16.05.2016  20160117_glengowrie.doc — 7 — 

 

Eventually I came to realise, there was not much space for me in either of these churches here to 

contribute to their life, other than preaching once in a while for you.  Thus, as mentioned, I have 

always wondered why I think of you as a special community.  I have no clear answer (and, of course, 

don’t know you well enough), but there is an underlying mood in your congregation which gives it the 

distinctive flavour, if I may say so.  I’ll leave this question for you to ponder … 

 

 

2.  

Paul’s congregation in Corinth was quite different.  He stayed there for about 18 months in the 

middle of the first century, probably between 50 and 52 AD.  Corinth then was, again after having 

been destroyed in previous wars, a wealthy and thriving harbour city in the south of Greece with a 

large international population of Romans, Greeks and Jews.  Paul did not intend to stay for long, but 

he felt commanded by the Lord to speak out strongly.  Opposed by the local Jewish community, the 

local authorities supported the Apostle.  Many locals thus joined the new religion, but mainly 

“normal” people of low social standing, authority or “wisdom” (1 Cor 1,26). 

In his letter Paul argues with his readers in pretty harsh terms.  He refers them back to their 

relationship with idols widely accepted in the Corinthian society.  The wording let theologians to 

believe that Paul implied an ongoing exposure to the dominant public religious traditions, despite his 

audience having accepted Christ into their lives.   

Unfortunately, Paul leaves us in the dark about these religious traditions in Corinth.  Historians know 

of famous temples, for instance for Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love, who in the wider world was 

synonymous with debaucher and immorality;  or the Temple of Poseidon, ruler of the seas and 

symbol of the commercial importance of the city.  Apollo’s temple served as a reminder of Corinth's 

ancient splendour and was 700 years old by Paul's time, but now in ruins.  The museum at Corinth 

today holds hundreds of terra-cotta votive offerings presented to the Asklepios by pilgrims who 

sought a cure or who wanted to thank the god for healing they attributed to him.
1
  Additionally, 

enthusiastic speaking in tongues was not unusual even in these local traditions. 

So, Paul did have something to argue with his church.  And his overall judgement was that all these 

idols were — mute.  Deaf.  Silent.  Statues.  Dead.   

 

And so he attacks his readers in full force (1 Corinthian 12:3 ISV): 

(3)  For this reason I want you to be aware  

that no one who is speaking by God's Spirit can say, "Jesus is cursed,"  

and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

This is a really strong statement.  And a paradox … a wordplay with which lot of theologians seem to 

grapple.   

 

The first part of this statement sounds rather logic: 

You, the reader, are speaking to God’s church as His Spirit has made you speak.
2
  It seems, Paul 

simply revokes here the Jewish tradition of the prophets of the Hebrew Bible, as we have heard for 

instance this morning in the OT reading from the Prophet Isaiah.   

Of course, no one speaking in the spirit of God would “curse” Jesus — a totally absurd assumption.
3
  

However, given the background of the Corinthian congregation, there may have been heated debates 

between different factions of its membership.  We all know this even today — and you in the UCA 

may remember well the battles around the blessing of same-sex couples a decade ago. 

                                              
1
 David Padfield , Corinth, Greece In The New Testament < http://www.padfield.com/2005/corinth.html > 

2
 http://www.lectionarystudies.com/studyn/sunday2cen.html (exegesis 12:3b): "by [the Spirit]" - in. Probably instrumental 

as NIV 
3
 Commentary on the Bible, by Adam Clarke, [1831], at sacred-texts.com, on 1 Cor 12:3 <http://www.sacred-

texts.com/bib/kjv/co1012.htm#003> 
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It may not mean much to you, but this phrase “Jesus is cursed” was of some interest to me:   

The Greek term that has here been translated as “cursed” is highly loaded:  “Anathema” has the 

meaning of expulsion, to be kicked out of community!  That happens to you, you will be “fair game” 

to all who want to get rid of you, with no fear of punishment.  Of course, Jesus had already been 

crucified many years ago, but the phrase may indicate the level of hatred between the different 

groups. 

 

Set against this first part, Paul makes another powerful statement, however, which made me feel 

intimidated in the preparation of this sermon:   

No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. (v3c) 

I am a German, male, a Protestant Christian within a Lutheran tradition but with a wide Ecumenical 

experience — logic, words, theories, writings are what make me tick (and sometimes think and act).  

I am a rational person.  I do have friends who speak and pray in “Tongues”.  They make me wonder 

whether they know what they are wanting to say.  Sometimes I feel scared, inadequate, and 

vulnerable:  My faith does not seem to be that strong, or close to God, that I can speak “by the Holy 

Spirit”.   

This is what I can imagine many of those listening to Paul’s letter being read out, may have though of 

themselves, secretly.  

I am not a prophet either.  If I was, I think nobody would be listening to me in the first place.  I may 

have reasons, logical arguments, why I think that something may be going completely wrong or that 

we should take rather this than another approach of ideas.  But I would never say intentionally that 

God speaks through me “by the Holy Spirit”. 

Or does He? 

 

 

3. 

This ponderings bring us to the second part of our sermon text today. 

 

By the way, I would like add one remark, again on the meaning of a phrase:   

In the Greek New Testament the word for “Holy Spirit”, or God’s Spirit, is “Pneuma”.  We Christians 

always confess Him, the Holy Spirit, when we express at the end of our Confession that we  

believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

God’s Spirit here reminds us time and again of the “Breath of God”, or in Biblical Hebrew the “ruaḥ 

ha-qodesh” (ruaḥ elohim).  It denotes the ancient spirit hovering over the waters in the beginning of 

creation;  God giving life to Adam;  it is the quiet winds over the sea or the thunder storm in the 

mountains;  the dove that announce the blessings of Jesus Christ after his baptism.  In short, it 

signifies God’s presence Himself. 

 

For the second half of our sermon text, in Paul’s First Letter to the church of Corinth, we come to 

much more familiar grounds.  After all this heavy headed stuff of Theological thought, the Apostle 

Paul is almost light hearted.   

In good biblical fashion, he sees the multitude of human beings — all created by the One God and His 

Spirit.  Almost enthusiastically, Paul praises the many different gifts given by God’s Spirit to the 

people of his church and for the common good of all people.   
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These church members may all have different competencies, as we would say today, but none of 

them is more important than the other — all these gifts have been granted and implanted by the 

Spirit of God and Him alone.  It is an almost poetical piece, wrapped into the verbal cloth of an 

assurance:  

“It is the same God who produces all the results” 

• to work for the common good, to each and everybody 

• the message of wisdom and speaking with knowledge (e.g. by teachers) 

• the power of faith (missionaries) 

• the touch of healing (doctors and nurses) 

• powers of miracles (faith healers) 

• prophecy (people with visions and foresight, prophets) 

• distinguishing between spirits (theologians) 

• command of languages and their interpretation (translators) 

And just to not forget, Paul warns us again:   

All the achievements are not of your own making, but 

“one and the same Spirit produces all these results  

and He gives what he wants to each person.” 

 

The last line is almost amusing — and if I was a student a pretty good excuse:  

I can try as I might, but without the Spirit of God granting me achievements for whatever I am 

striving for, there is little merit.  It made me prepare this sermon. 

 

 

4. 

Finally, our text in the First Letter to the Corinthians, chapter 12, is placed between two other 

powerful sections.  The previous chapter outlines the Lord’s Supper to which we are all invited.  In 

following this invitation, we do this “in remembrance of Him”, the life and deeds of Jesus Christ. 

The second half of Chapter 12 outlines in more detail the various roles in the Pauline church, all in 

the One Body of Christ.  And Paul again reminds us that despite all our differences, in Christ WE ARE 

ONE BODY, regardless of our upbringing or cultural background (1 Cor 12:15-16 ISV): 

(15)  If the foot says, "Since I'm not a hand, I'm not part of the body,"  

that does not make it any less a part of the body, does it? 

(16)  And if the ear says, "Since I'm not an eye, I'm not part of the body,"  

that does not make it any less a part of the body, does it? 

 

I may be wrong, but perhaps this is the secret of your little congregation here in Glengowrie.  You 

seem to live what Paul has asked us to do, and you may have accepted that as One Body in Christ 

your gifts have been given to you by the Spirit of God. 

As Paul has summarised this chapter of his letter (1 Cor 12:24-27 ISV): 

(24)  God has put the body together  

and has given special honour to the parts that lack it, 

(25)  so that there might be no disharmony in the body,  

but that its parts should have the same concern for each other. 

(26)  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it.  

If one part is praised, every part rejoices with it. 

(27)  Now you are the Messiah's body and individual parts of it. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: TIS TIS 645 As man and woman we were made 

 

 

News of the Community (...) 

 

 

Hymn with offering:  TIS 459 In Christ there is no east or west 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Dear Lord, 

We thank You for another time for us to meet together in Your house to worship You.   

Father, we pray that all offerings are given today as our sign of love.   

We experience Your blessings every day  

and Your blessings are always given to us freely  

and with ultimate love.   

Father, You loved us all of the way to the cross!   

May we love You enough to give You what is already Yours.   

Bless these offerings today and all the gifts that we can bring to your community.   

Amen 

 

 

Let us continue with our prayers for the people around us: 

Prayer of the People   

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God: 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

for our families, friends and neighbours, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, our country, and the world; 

for all who work for justice, freedom and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

for the victims of hunger, fear, injustice and oppression. 

We pray especially for all those who lost their homes and families  

through war and famine, all which man made,  

and for which we bar our share of responsibility. 

Give us the wisdom and strength to act for peace and justice  

in commemoration of what your son Jesus Christ has done for as. 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God: 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

for those who minister to the sick, the friendless and the needy. 

We pray for those in our community of believers and friends here at Glengowrie, 

for those who are sick or who are travelling, those who are alone or frail. 

We think of those who are near or far, but who are close to our hearts. 

We give thanks for all those who have died in the peace of Christ,  

and for the promise of your eternal kingdom.  
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We pray for them in our silent cry to you, O lord. 

……………………………….[Silence]………………… 

Lord, be with us as we cry out to you. 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God: 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

for all who proclaim the gospel, and for all seek the truth. 

For the Uniting Church in Australia and all the other Christians meeting today, 

for the President of the Assembly, our moderator and chairperson of presbytery, 

for the elders and members of our parish council, 

and for all who serve God in our churches. 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God: 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of life. 

[……. Silence. The people may offer their own thanksgivings, either silently or aloud …….] 

 

We exalt you, O God our king; and praise your name for ever and ever. 

In Christ you have called us to eternal glory;  

to you be praise for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

And we continue our prayer with the Words that Jesus Christ has taught us:   

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Let us finish our worship service with  

Hymn:  TIS 442 All praise to our redeeming Lord 

 

Benediction & Blessing 

 

At the end of our worship service today, 

I send you out into this world to proclaim the Gospel of Christ  

with all the gifts you received from the God’s Spirit. 

 

And I remind you again of the words that the Apostle Paul wrote: 
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(4)  There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, 

(5)  and there are varieties of ministries, but the same Lord. 

(7)  To each person has been given the ability to manifest the Spirit for the common good. 

(8)  … a message of wisdom by the Spirit;  

… the ability to speak with knowledge … ; 

(9)  … faith by the same Spirit;  

… gifts of healing … t; 

(10)  to another miraculous results;  

… prophecy;  

… to distinguish between spirits;  

… various kinds of languages;  

and to another the interpretation of languages. 

(11)  But one and the same Spirit produces all these results  

and gives what he wants to each person. 

 

I would like to close this service with a blessing that has accompanied me time and again in the 

recent past: 

 

Hymn:  TIS 779 May the feet of God walk with you 

Let’s sing it twice: 

 

May the feet of God walk with you, and his hand hold you tight. 

May the eye of God rest on you, and his ear hear your cry. 

May the smile of God be for you, and his breath give you life. 

May the Child of God grow in you, and his love bring you home. 

© 1983 Words: Aub Podlich; Music: Robin Mann 

 

 

 

Sources 

- http://www.beswick.info/rclresources/index.htm 

- http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocC/C11epip2.htm 
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Bible Readings Sunday 17 January 2016 

The main theme of our readings today is “The Gifts of God” 

 

 

Old Testament Reading 

Isaiah 62:1-5 ISV: God will restore Zion and rejoice in her 

(1)  "And I [the Prophet Isiah] won't remain silent,  

and for Jerusalem's sake I won't stay quiet,  

until her vindication shines out like brightness,  

and her salvation like a burning torch. 

(2)  The nations will see your [Jerusalem’s ] vindication, and all the kings your glory;  

and people will call you by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 

(3)  You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand,  

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

(4)  And you'll no longer be called 'Deserted,'  

and your land will no longer be called 'Desolate';  

but people will call you 'Hephzibah,' and your land 'Beulah'-- 

for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land will be married." 

(5)  "For just as a young man marries a maiden, so your sons will marry you;  

and just as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so your God rejoice will over you.” 

 

 

Gospel  

John 2:1-11 ISV: Jesus at the wedding in Cana 

(1)  On the third day of that week there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  

Jesus' mother was there, (2)  and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 

(3)  When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother told him, "They don't have any more wine."  

(4)  "How does that concern us, dear lady?" Jesus asked her. "My time hasn't come yet." 

(5)  His mother told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

(6)  Now standing there were six stone water jars used for the Jewish rites of purification, each one 

holding from 20 to 30 gallons. 

(7)  Jesus told the servants, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 

(8)  Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the man in charge of the banquet." So 

they did. 

(9)  When the man in charge of the banquet tasted the water that had become wine (without 

knowing where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew), he called for 

the bridegroom 

(10)  and told him, "Everyone serves the best wine first, and the cheap kind when people are drunk. 

But you have kept the best wine until now!" 

(11)  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples 

believed in him. 
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Epistle  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 ISV: Gifts of the Spirit 

(1)  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I don't want you to be ignorant. 

(2)  You know that when you were unbelievers,  

you were enticed and led astray to worship idols  

that couldn't even speak. 

(3)  For this reason I want you to be aware that  

no one who is speaking by God's Spirit can say, "Jesus is cursed,"  

and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

(4)  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, 

(5)  and there are varieties of ministries, but the same Lord. 

(6)  There are varieties of results,  

but it is the same God who produces all the results in everyone. 

(7)  To each person has been given the ability to manifest the Spirit for the common good. 

(8)  To one has been given a message of wisdom by the Spirit;  

to another the ability to speak with knowledge according to the same Spirit; 

(9)  to another faith by the same Spirit;  

to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit; 

(10)  to another miraculous results;  

to another prophecy;  

to another the ability to distinguish between spirits;  

to another various kinds of languages;  

and to another the interpretation of languages. 

(11)  But one and the same Spirit produces all these results  

and gives what he wants to each person. 

 


